
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE MUSICAL TIMES.— October 1, 1860. 



355 



(Continued from page 348 J 
also one of Beethoven's symphonias, and other smaller 
pieces. 

On Wednesday about 1,100 persons were present at the 
morning performance in the cathedral, and certainly en- 
joyed a treat of the highest order, in the execution of 
Spohr's " Last Judgment," which was irreproachably per- 
formed throughout. The soloists were Mesdames Ruders- 
dorffand Dolby, Mr. M. Smith, and Mr. Weiss. The second 
part consisted of a selection form" Judas Maccabaus." At 
the concert in the evening, a cantata, entitled " The Erl 
King's Daughter," composed by Niels W. Gade, was per- 
formed for the first time in England. The plot, is remark- 
ably simple, and is altogether a fairy tale. The music has 
much pleasant melody running through it. The principal 
part is that of Sir Oluf, which was ably filled by 
Mr. Weiss. Mesdames Rudersdorff and Dolby sustained 
the soprano and contralto music. On Thursday morning 
the "Elijah" was given with enormous success. Men- 
delssohn's masterpiece has seldom been heard to greater 
perfection. Madame Clara Novello took the first soprano 
music, in which her fine voice produced its usual effect. 
Mr. Weiss was the Prophet, and Mr. Sims Reeves and Mr. 
M. Smith divided the tenor part. Madame Dolby sang the 
contralto music. A third miscellaneous concert took place 
in the evening, when the College Hall was literally 
cramined. On Friday the "Messiah" fulfilled every ex- 
pectation, and about 2,200 persons were present. The 
choruses were uniformly well sung, and the solo sing- 
ing could not have been surpassed. The incomparable air, 
" 1 know that my Redeemer liveth," was never delivered 
more divinely than on this occasion by Madame Novello, 
who was, probably, in some measure influenced by the 
reflection that these were the last notes she would ever be 
called upon to utter in an English cathedral. It was re- 
peated , in accordance with the wish of the Dean and that 
of the entire audience. The other great performance was 
" Comfort ye my people," by Mr. S. Reeves, which was 
admira blysung. Madame Sainton-Dolby andSignorBelletti 
took the other parts in the oratorio with their usual ability. 
The receipts are understood to have been highly satisfac- 
tory, and the charity will be considerably benefitted. 



THE NORWICH MUSICAL FESTIVAL. 

This Festival commenced on Tuesday evening, the 18th 
ult., and as at its predecessor, the Worcester Festival, the 
" Creation " was chosen for the opening oratorio. The 
performance was unexceptionable ; and to make it more 
than usually attractive, the principal vocalists were doubled 
in number. It will be recollected that the oratorio con- 
tains but one soprano, one tenor, and one bass ; on this 
occasion Madame Clara Novello, Mr. S. Reeves, and Mr. 
Weiss sang the solo music of the first and second parts, 
while their places were supplied, in the third part, by 
Madame Weiss, Mr. W. Cooper, and Mr. Santley. It 
will not be necessary to refer at any greater length to 
this well-known oratorio, nor to the excellence of all the 
solo singers engaged for the occasion. Mr. Benedict was 
the conductor of the festival. 

On Wednesday evening the performance excited much 
interest in consequence of the production of portions of 
Gluck's opera, entitled "Armida," which was written 
eighty-three years ago, and is therefore so aged and for- 
gotten that it is to us a new composition. The scenes 
selected were from the second and third acts, and formed 
a tolerably complete story. The first was a duet, sung 
by Madame Clara Novello and Mr. Santley, in which 
Armida concerts the destruction of Roland; then followed 
an air for the tenor, sung by Roland, while in the en- 
chanted garden of Armida. This graceful air, which was 
given to perfection by Mr. S. Reeves, is a strain of deli- 
cious melody that haunts the memory. The next piece, 
a grand scena, shows that Armida has herself yielded to 
love, and after lamenting her weakness bursts out with 
an invocation to Hate, as grand and dramatic a compo- 
sition as can well be imagined. This scena was finely 
declaimed by Madame Novello, whose comprehensive 



powers enable her to grasp the characteristics of all music 
with equal firmness, while the perfectly clear and brilliant 
quality of her notes g ive magnificent power to dramatic 
scenes of this kind. Hate now appears to answer to 
Armida's call, and in an air — "Love shall no longer 
reign " — a vigorous melody, promises deadly opposition 
to her rival. Madame Weiss sung the difficult intervals 
of this arduous air with great correctness, and the chorus 
brought out to perfection the hard, remorseless cruelty 
which is expressed. The rest of the programme was 
admirably chosen, but of extreme length. The other 
performers who took part in the concert, were Mdlle. 
Titiens, Madaine Borgi Mamo, Miss Palmer, Messrs. 
Santley, Weiss, Giuglini, and W. Cooper, Miss Arabella 
Goddard, and Sig. Piatti. 

The performance on Thursday morning comprised 
Handel's "Dettingen Te Deum," sung by Madame Weiss, 
Miss Palmer, Mr. W. Cooper, and Mr. Weiss ; and the 
" Last Judgment," in which Madame Clara Novello was 
heard to great advantage. Miss Palmer sung the con- 
tralto music, Mr. S. Reeves was the tenor, and Mr. Santley 
the bass. The attendance was considerable, the whole 
performance was highly satisfactory, and the quartett and 
duet were repeated by desire of the Lord Lieutenant. 

In the evening, the concert opened with Professor 
Bennett's " May Queen." Madame Clara Novello repre- 
senting the heroine, Miss Palmer the queen, Mr. S. Reeves 
the lover, and Mr. Weiss the forester. The rest of the 
performance was made up of pieces quite familiar to con- 
cert-goers, in which the performers already mentioned 
took part, as well as Sig. Belletti, and Mr. Benedict. 

The great event of this festival was the production of 
a new oratorio, by Herr Molique, entitled "Abraham," 
which was performed on Thursday morning for the first 
time, and was conducted by the composer. The persons 
in this oratorio are, soprani, — an angel, Hagar and Isaac ; 
contralti, — an angel and Sarah; baritone, — Abraham; 
bass, — a messenger; and also a tenor, to whom no definite 
character is given. The story commences with the de- 
parture of Abraham from his country j and that portion 
of the life of Abraham is depicted, exhibiting him as a 
saint, a warrior, and a sufferer. Scope is afforded by the 
libretto for the delineation of human passion in almost 
every phase, from triumphant joy to a sorrow that borders 
on despair. The incidents are striking, varied, and pic- 
turesque, calling all the powers of the orchestra into play. 
Our space will prevent us at present from giving any des- 
cription of the music. The oratorio contains some very ex- 
cellent pieces, and it is likely to become a decided favourite 
with the public. The principal singers were Madame 
Clara Novello, Madame Weiss, Miss Palmer, Mr. S. 
Reeves, Mr. W. Cooper, Sig. Belletti, and Mr. Santley, 
who acquitted themselves in their difficult task to the 
complete satisfaction of all present. 

The concert in the evening comprised a new cantata by 
Mr. Benedict, which is a very charming composition, and 
was given to perfection. The solos were sung by Madame 
Clara Novello, Miss Palmer, Mr. S. Reeves, and Mr. 
Weiss. We hope, a ta future time, to have an opportunity 
of hearing these two compositions in London, when we 
shall be able to give a more detailed account of them. 

The festival was brought to a close on Friday, by the 
performance of the " Messiah," when no fewer than 1,660 
persons were present. The receipts have exceeded, to the 
amount of about £1000, those of the last festival ; and it 
is expected that, in spite of the large expenses, more than 
£500 will be handed over to the charities. 



CRYSTAL PALACE. 
We announced in our last number, that two great fes- 
tival performances of The Creation and Messiah would take 
place at the Crystal Palace, on Wednesday, the 26th, and 
on Saturday, the 29th of September, in honour of the re- 
tirement of Madame Clara Novello from public life. The 
first performance came off in the great orchestra on 
Wednesday, the 26th, when the Creation, conducted by 
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Mr. Benedict, was given. The chorus and band numbered 
about 2,500, and the solo singers were Madame Clara 
Novello, Mr. W. Cooper, and Mr. Weiss. 

It will be seen from this programme, that the centre 
of attraction was the renowned soprano, who will be heard 
no more in public after this season. To say that the 
regret at her departure will be sincere and universal, is 
merely reiterating the constant observation of all, respect- 
ing her; and, in truth, there can be but one feeling upon 
the matter, since it is well known that Madame Novello's 
place cannot be occupied by any known soprano of the 
present day. For many years past she has been the only 
person capable of singing oratorio music as it should be 
sung; and though many have tried to imitate her, all 
have been found wanting. Then, as regards such places 
as the Crystal Palace, it is not probable that many voices 
would arise capable of filling so large a space ; and it 
certainly will be a serious drawback to the Directors in 
case they pursue their course another year of giving 
monster performances of oratorios, if no soprano can be 
found equal to her whose loss we now deplore. Madame 
Novello's singing of the music in the Creation is too well 
known to require comment; but in hearing her well- 
remembered strains, it is a further cause of regret to know 
that she is retiring while her voice is yet as rich, as clear, 
as powerful, and as exquisite as it ever has been. She 
has not lost one iota of her former qualities, and every 
year we fancy she has improved in style, and in the 
development of musical genius. This, no doubt, arises 
from the extraordinary care with which her first efforts 
were trained, and from the cultivation of her wonderful 
powers in the most perfect and artistic manner. 

Of the general performance on Wednesday, we would 
desire to speak with all reserve. The acoustic properties 
of the Crystal Palace are so peculiar, that it is only within 
a limited space that the united sounds of the orchestra 
can be appreciated. The Directors having assigned to 
the members of the press, as usual, the upper gallery in 
the far off distance, we were enabled to give our undivided 
attention to Madame Clara Novello, who, if the truth 
must be told, was the only singer whose voice could be 
heard to advantage in that position. In the upper gallery, 
choruses sound as if veiled, and the solo singers as if they 
were singing in the gardens instead of within the building. 
Madame Novello's voice is the only one that can be said 
to reach the further end of the building in all ite purity 
of tone, undiminished by the vast area through which it 
has to travel. The softest accents are heard with dis- 
tinctness, and her voice alone stands out as the prominent 
and only voice of the oratorio. The Chorus, though 
numerous, was by no means powerful, arising probably 
from the incongruity of materials, and the difficulty of 
getting so many voices together to practice, at this season 
of the year. The attendance upon the occasion was re- 
markably good, and all seemed to be impressed with the 
loss they were sustaining. At the conclusion of the ora- 
torio, Madame Novello was called forward to receive the 
plaudits of her numerous admirers. 

Of the Messiah, which was to be performed on the 29th, 
we are unable to speak, in consequence of its taking place 
after our day of publication. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
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be authenticated by the proper name and address of the writer. 



Brief Chronicle at the last ittonth. 



Bishopsteignton. — The members of the Bishops- 
teignton Choral Society gave a concert on the 18th of 
September, and were accompanied by Mr. W. J. Nosworthy 
(organist of the church). The music was very creditably 
sung. 

Christchurch. — On Tuesday, the 18th ulf., morning 
and evening concert's were given in the Town Hall, in aid 
ot the funds for the restoration of the Priory Church, and 
were attended with great success. All the performers were 
amateurs, with the exception of Madame Dolby. The 
performers were Messrs. T. Saunders, Clark, Saunders, 
Ferrey, Halsey, Conway, Paris, and Sir G. Pocock. 
Miss Tulloch, Mr. G. Ferrey, and the Misses Paris, 
pianoforte. The Choral Union, lately formed in Christ- 
church, also contributed some part-songs, and the music 
was altogether well performed. 

Crystal Palace. — On Tuesday, the 4th of September, 
a choral competition of Tonic Sol-fa classes took place. 
The Scottish, Staffordshire Potteries, Finsbury, Brighton, 
and West Biding choristers, were included in the list of 
competing choirs, and the programme comprised many 
striking chorales from the works of Handel, Palestrina, 
Bach, Beethoven, Mendelssohn, Horsley, and other com- 
posers of the highest class; the performances of the 
several choirs being listened to with unmingled gratifi- 
cation by the vast audience assembled at the Palace, whose 
cordial manifestations of approval were fully justified by 
the precision evinced by the choral vocalists. The 
following are the decisions which were arrived at by 
the judges : — 

Sight Singing. Selected Pieces. Whole Performance. 

Possible marks, 90. Possible marks, 135 Possible Marks, 225. 



Finsbury 82 West Riding 135 West Riding 203 

West Riding 68 Staffordshire 125 Finsbury 186 

Staffordshire 40 Brighton 114 Staffordshire ... 165 

Brighton 28 Edinburgh 114 Brighton ........ 142 

Edinburgh 25 Finsbury 104 Edinburgh ..... 139 

The announcement of these awards was made from the 
Handel orchestra at half-past four, and was accompanied 
by the presentation to the conductors of the success- 
ful choirs of a beautifully-embroidered banner — crimson, 
purple, and orange — with a purse containing £5. This 
latter award was intended to assist in defraying the in- 
cidental expenses of the choirs, and was extended, at the 
express desire of the judges, to the Brighton and Edin- 
burgh choirs, who had acquitted themselves so creditably, 
though unsuccessfully. 21,605 visitors were present during 
the day, being admissions on payment, 18,075, ditto by 
season tickets, 3,530. 

Derby. — On the 5th nit., a lecture was delivered in the 
Lecture-hall, by Mr. J. Lloyd, on the subject of" Musical 
News about Musical Men." It was of an interesting 
character, and included notices of an historical and bio- 
graphical nature, of our national composers, with a glance 
at the history and progress of music from the earliest 
ages of the world. The lecture was interspersed with 
vocal and instrumental illustrations, comprising glees, 
songs, and airs. The vocal performers were Miss Joesbury, 
Mrs. Hay, Mr. Hamilton, and Mr. Howard. The instru- 
mental artistes were Mr. Jones (violin and concertina), 
Mr. Lloyd (flute), Mr. Howard (cornet), and Mr. Chady 
field (pianoforte). 

Fulham. — The organ of All Saint's Church having 
been rebuilt and enlarged by H. Jones and Co., West 
Brompton, under the superintendence of Mr. John Day, 
a performance was given, showing the powers of the 
instrument, on the 15th of September, at the Factory, by 
Mr. Warboys, organist of St. Mary's, Putney. The 
instrument is a good one, possessing ease of action, 
sweetness of tone, and power combined, which were well 
displayed by the performer. 

Hoxton. — The Musical Union gave its eighth evening 
concert on Thursday, September 20th, in Albion Hall, 
London- wall. The programme comprised Mozart's 12th 



